,Aarons and Viiiton Freedley. George Gershwin was writing
the music especially for me ; and his brother, Ira, the lyrics.
The book was by P. G. Wodehouse and Guy Bolton.
Rehearsals were to begin in New York early in October, so
I had time for only a brief holiday in England.

I caused some consternation when the press photographers
caught me going aboard the Mauretania on a blistering
August day with bare legs. I had experimented going
stockingless in California and found it comfortable and
economical.

As soon as it was reported that Gertrude Lawrence was
going about barelegged, the papers began to interview
fashion experts and other actresses to get their opinion of
the fad I had started. Marilyn Miller, when interviewed,
expressed ladylike disapproval of the innovation, and
announced that she had brought back from Paris two
hundred pairs of silk stockings which she had every intention

^ of wearing. Miss Carmel Snow, fashion editor of Vogue,
was quoted as exclaiming with horror: "The idea is dis-
gusting. It will never be done by nice people."

Pam came back with me when I returned to New York
from England. My little daughter was a surprise to the
American press, as I had never allowed her to be publicized
or photographed for the illustrated papers. I wanted
to keep Pam's life simple and sheltered, with no searchlights
turned on her. I wanted her to grow up a normal, whole-
some little girl and without contact with the theatre. If she
wanted to go on the stage later on, and showed an aptitude
for it, that would be time enough to introduce her to the
world in which I spent so much of my life.

OA, Kay! opened in November and was a tremendous
success. Gershwin's score was Gershwin at his sprightliest.
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